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Setting the Stage for Understanding 

West Virginia’s Economy:

Energy
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Key Drivers of Demand Decline

• Environmental Regulatory Climate 

• Natural Gas Boom

• International Demand
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Where Do We Stand? 

Jobs, Income, and Output



Total Employment
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Unemployment Rate
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Forecast Growth by Source of Real Personal Income, 2016-2021 
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Historical and Forecast Share of Total Personal Income by Source 
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Regional Economies in 

West Virginia



Southern Coalfields
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New River Gorge Area

Randolph

Hardy

Kanawha

Preston

Grant

Pocahontas

Boone

Clay

Wayne

Roane

Logan
Mingo

Pendleton

Webster

Lewis

Braxton

Mason

Wood Ritchie

Tucker

Lincoln

Hampshire

Jackson

Wirt

Wyoming

McDowell

Tyler

Wetzel

Gilmer

Harrison

Upshur

Marion

Putnam

Mineral

Cabell

Barbour

Marshall Berkeley

Monongalia

Morgan

Taylor

Ohio

Calhoun

Doddridge

Jefferson

Pleasants

Brooke

Hancock

Real Wages:    ↓ 2% since 2010Q1
Employment:  ↓ 4% 

Nicholas

Greenbrier
Fayette

Raleigh

Mercer

MonroeSummers



Metro Valley
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Natural Gas Boom Region 
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North-Central
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Eastern Panhandle
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Conversation Starters

Fostering an Entrepreneurial Culture



Conversation Starters

Human Capital:

Education and Health
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Share of Residents 25 to 34 Years Old

with a Bachelor’s Degree or Higher, 2014
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Share of Population 18 to 64 Years Old with Disability, 2014
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Conversation Starters

Thinking About Public Policy



Conversation Starters

Thinking About Good 

Government


